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tion. From this it follows that the theory is untenable 
which assumes that in affections of the sound-conducting- 
apparatus, there exists a special diminution of the deep 
tones, and in those of the sensory apparatus a diminution 
of the high tones. Further investigation showed exten¬ 
sive lesion of the superior coils of the left cochlea, while 
the changes in the inferior coil were only slight. This 
condition together with the absence of perception of the 
deeper tones favors Helmholtz’s theory, according to 
which the nerve fibres in the region of the round window 
serve to promote the perception of the higher tones, 
while those situated in the superior portion are destined 
for the perception of deeper tones. 

A case under Leyden’s observation proves that acute 
otitis media may appear as the initial symptom of cerebro 
spinal meningitis. (Neuorolog Ccntrbl. No. 24,1892.) W.M.L. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

The Diet in Epilepsy. —(G. M. Hammond, Merck’s 
Bulletin, Dec. 1892). No absolute rules regulating the 
diet can be formulated which are equally applicable to 
all cases. Adults who have only suffered from a few 
seizures, merely need a warning not to overload the 
stomach and to avoid what experience has shown to be 
indigestable. When however, the disease has followed 
excesses in eating and drinkiug the greatest care is 
necessary to keep the intestinal tract free from irritatiou 
and a simple non-irritating diet is called for. The ideal 
diet for severe cases of epilepsy is one that contains 
small quantities each of proteids, fats, and carbo-hydrates. 
For this purpose skimmed milk alone should be used 
and continued until the patient has been from one to 
three months without an attack. In the functional 
epilepsy of infancy an improper diet plays a more con¬ 
spicuous part in the etiology than all other sources of 
irritation combined. In such cases peptonized and 
sterilized skimmed milk is indicated, and should be 
continued until the age of four years. Even after this, 
milk should be the most important element of the diet 
until the seventh or eighth year. In organic epilepsy, 
such as results from pathological conditions within the 
brain, a careful and restricted diet should be maintained 
as long as the patient lives. Such cases are incurable, 
but the frequency of the attacks can be minimized by 
proper diet. The prognosis of the disease is materially 
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affected by the diet. The efficacy of medicines which 
diminish cerebral irritability may be totally inhibited by 
improper food. Hence in all cases except those in which 
the cerebral irritation seems to be at a minimum suitable 
diet must be considered a very important feature of the 
treatment. F. A. 

The Treatment of Myjccedema ,—In “ The Prac- 
tioner ” Jan. 1893, T. McCall Anderson, M.D. records 
several cases of this disease which improved very 
markedly under treatment. His experience is corrob¬ 
orative of the good effects from iron, arsenic, pilocarpine, 
baths and frictions and he believes much may be 
accomplished by a line of treatment naturally suggested 
by the character of the symptoms, and by the circum¬ 
stance that these patients suffer in cold and improve 
greatly in warm weather. The method of treatment 
recently introduced with such astonishing results, of 
administering the thyroid gland of the sheep or pig, or a 
fluid extract by the mouth or subcutaneous injection, is 
not antagonistic to the method of treatment just men¬ 
tioned and the two can be carried out simultaneously. 
These injections he says, occasionally give rise to 
alarming symptoms, such as tonic spasm and loss of 
consciousness, especially if the remedy is not introduced 
very slowly. Abscesses are apt to result which interfere 
with the continuous administration of the remedy. All 
these drawbacks may be overcome by giving the extract 
by the mouth. He considers that it would be premature 
to speak positively with regard to the curative effect of 
this new remedy. That it gives great relief and dissipates 
all the unpleasant symptoms in a comparatively short 
time is now placed beyond doubt but the evidence so far 
tends to the conclusion, that after the treatment has been 
suspended for a time there is a tendency to a recrude¬ 
scence of the symptoms. This however, we might 
reasonably expect and even if it is necessary to continue 
the treatment there appears to be no objections to 
resorting to the extract permanently. The discovery of 
this remedy the author believes may pave the way for 
similar discoveries in other fields. A. F. 



